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SOME six or -seven years ago an enquiry appeared in the Gen.ea
logi,sts' Magazine for information concerning the family of Horton 
of Co. Leicester. 

There have been three main lines of this, the oldest having 
bern long established at Mowsley, which in very early days was 
a hamlet of Knaptoft. The second, established at Saddington, 
was almost certainly an off.s,hoot from that, and from this second 
line sprang the third, the Hortons of Gumley. Such three places 
are all close together., 

The only published history of any of the three lines is that of 
the third in Nichols' History of Leicestershire which is hopelessly 
erroneous, but with, that I am not here concerned. My sole con
cern here is with the first line, the Hortons of Mowsley. 

In my note entitled "Horton of the Holt", in the Genea
logists' Magazine of March 1938, I mentioned William Horton 
(1744-1833)- who was a noted patentee in his time- and his 
brot:her Joseph Horton (1745 or 1746-1786). These two brothers 
were the two eldest surviving of the five sons of Joseph Horton of 
Leicester (1718-1769), iiecond of the three sons of John Horton of 
Leicester (1693/ 4-1748/ 9), who was himself the third of the three 
sons of Joseph Horton of Mowsley (1662-1704), and so we find 
ourselves at Mowsley. 

Until recently the ~arliest record which I possessed of any 
members of this line was a record of 1327, in connection with the 
Anglo-Scottish W.ar of that year. They were then recorded under 
Knaptoft, which doubtless then included Mowsley; but Mowsley 
appeared also as the place of residence within a very few years there
after. Until lately, however, I was not concerning myself with 
so distant a past, as the evidence then in my hands did not suffice 
for the provision of any sort of connected narrative. For the time 
being I was satisfied with the fact of having established that from 
1450 onwards-that is, for close on 500 years-the evidence in the 
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main line of descent is entirely clear, starting with Richard Horton 
of Mowsley, born about that date and holder of Smyth Place 
there, who, predeceasing his wife Anne Horton, was mentioned 
in both her wills, the first of which was dated in either 1504 or 
1505 or 1514 (its actual date being now no longer clearly decipher
able) and the second dated 1/6/1515, which were proved together 
at Leicester during the period 1515-1526. 

PEDIGREE FRQM A.D. 1450 ONWARDS 

Thinking it desirable that the evidence-whilst still available 
-should be placed upon permanent record, I drew up a "Pedigree 
of Horton of Mowsley" for the College of Arms, starting with the 
said Richard and Anne Horton, and the same was duly recorded 
at the College in or about 19'38, its Official Reference being "Nor
folk, vol. 37, page 169". 

In that Pedigree I stayed my hand at the said William Horton 
(1744-1833), making t,here a cross-reference to a short Pedigree 
concerning him and his children already recorded at the College 
in 1868 (Official Reference :-"18 D. 14/117"), preferring to deal 
with the main line of his remoter issue in a later Pedigree here
inafter referred to. With regard to his said brother Joseph 
Horton (1745 or 1746-1786) I gave both ·his marriages and the only 
child of his first marriage, namely Sarah nee Horton (1768-1832) 
who in January 1794 married Richard Smith (1771-1839) of 
Nottingham, the City of London and Stoke Newington, 
Co. Middlesex, and there again stayed my hand, contenting my
self with a cross-reference to the Pedigree of Smith of Nottingham, 
etc., duly recorded at the College in 1902: Official Reference 
"Norfolk, vol. 21, pages 118-122"; a continuation whereof down 
to the year 1938 in the line of "Horton-Smith" was, at my 
request, duly recorded at the College in the year last mentioned, 
its Official Reference being "Norfolk, vol. 37, page 170". 

That accomplished, I thereafter drew up a "William Horton 
Continuation Pedigree" carrying on the line of the said William 
Horton through his eldest daughter Elizabeth nee Horton (1778-
1831) by her marriage in 1801 with Henry Werner Kolle (1761-
1836) of the City of London, merchant, to the present day. It 
will have been seen from my above-mentioned note in the Genea
logists, Magaizine, March, 1938, that in November, 1869, the 
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representative grandson of that marriage obtained a Royal Licence 
to change his name from Kolle to Horton and to assume the Arms 
of Horton; .and that line is continued to-day in the person of Mr. 
W. R. Horton of Masc.alls, Brentwood, Co. Essex. Such "Con
tinuation Pedigree" was duly recorded at the College of Arms 
in 1940, its Official Reference being "Surrey, vol. 16, page 134". 

Though the enquirer of past years may by now have passed 
on, there yet perhaps may be others, especially in the County of 
Leicester, to whom the matters thus placed upon record may 
prove to be of interest. 

EARLY HORTON RECORDS 

A.D. 1277 Onwards 

As already stated, I commenced the above-mentioned Pedigree of 
the Hortons of Mowsley with Richard Horton of M owsley and 
Holder of Smyth Plaice there, born probably about 1450, and 
Anne nee --- :his wife, which latter survived him and, after 
making the two wills already referred to, died in or after 1515. 

I have already stated also that, when I recorded that Pedigree, 
I possessed certain records of earlier date, commencing with one 
of 1327. Happily, I have since discovered further such records, 
commencing with one of 1277. These records, all taken together, 
go far to assist me in unravelling the earlier history of the family; 
whilst one 'Of the newly discovered record5,-----of date 1483-adds 
to our knowledge concerning the said Richard Horton himself. 

It will be seen, as I proceed, that in the earliest stages of the 
family history of the Hortons we are thrown intimately across 
two other families, namely that of de Merley and, more particu
larly, that of Gubyun or Gobion. 

To those other two families and to their connection with the 
early history of the Hortons I will recur, after first setting forth 
in order of date the whole of the early records concerning the 
Hortons of Co. Leicester now in my possession. These are as 
follows: -

1. A Fine of Trinity, 5 Edward I; 1277. 

Between Hugh, son of H enry de Horton plaintiff and Henry 
de Horton defendant, of a messuage and virgate of land in 
Knaptoft. 
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2. Lay Subsidy Roll, 1327. 

This Roll, preserved in the Public Record Office, London, 
, w.as printed in the Transactions of the Associated Architectural 
Societies, Vol. XIX, page 369. 

It is peculiarly interesting in that the Subsidy in question 
was levied for the carrying on of the Anglo-Scottish War of 1327, 
between King Edward III of England and King Robert I (Robert 
Bruce) of Scotland, which ended in the Treaty of Northampton 
in the same year, whereby the Independence of Scotland was 
finally and completely recognised by England. 

It has a personal interest, too, in that it grounds the Armorial 
Bearings of Horton which, by Royal Licence of King Edward 
VII, dated 2 / 2/1905, my late father, R. H. Horton-Smith, K.C. 
(1831-1919), and his issue were authorised to assume and use
in conjunction with his and their own Armorial Bearings for 
Smith-in representation of his paternal grandmother the above
mentioned Sarah nee Horton (1768-1832) who in January 1794 
married, as already stated, the above-mentioned Richard Smith 
(1771-1839) appearing in the said Pedigree of Smith recorded at 
the College of Arms in 1902 (Official Reference: "Norfolk, vol. 
21, pages 118-122"), and who was the only child of the first 
marriage (with Hannah, nee Heritage, which took place at Cha
combe, Co. Northampton, on 18/ 11/1767) of the above-mentioned 
Joseph Horton (1745 or 1746-1786), formerly of Leicester, later 
of Chacombe aforesaid and ultimately of Nottingham. 

Such Horton Armorial Bearings-which, as will be seen, 
include the usual Stag's H ead of the Hortons- are as follows: -

For Arms:-Gules, a Stag's Head cabossed Or, on a Chief 
of the last a Rose of the first between two Thistles slipped and 
leaved proper. 

For Crest : -On a Wreath of the Colours, In front of two 
Claymores saltirewise proper, a Spear erect Argent, the whole 
encircled by an Antique Crown Or. 

For Motto :-HAUT ON ASPIRE (wherein may be read three 
things : -"High one aspires", "Horton aspires", and "Horton a 
Spear"). 
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This Roll of 1327~which will be referred to again and in 
fuller detail later-shews under K naptoft two Hortons as there 
resident in 1327, namely:-

Hugh de Horton of Knaptoft; and: 
Henry de Horton of Knaptoft. 

3. Lay Subsidy Roll, 1332. 

This Roll-which will likewise be referred to again and in 
fuller detail later-shews under K naptoft only one Horton as 
there resident in 1332, namely : -

Henry de Horton. 

4. Brabazon Charrter, with Schedule, 1345. 

This will be found referred to in Nichols' History of 
Leiceste,rshire, Vol. II, page 228. But I never felt satisfied of the 
accuracy of what Nichols wrote in regard thereto. 

I, therefore, had search made for the Original Charter and 
the Schedule thereto. The Original Charter and Schedule were 
eventually found preserved in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 
entitled "MS. Leicester Charters 18", and indexed only under 
the name of "Brabazon"· Such index-reference was not un
natural, seeing that the Charter was in fact a Charter of Roger 
Brabazon, son of William Brabazon of "Mowesley". (The place 
is so spelt throughout both Charter and Schedule). By such 
Charter the said Roger Brabazon granted to John Oudeby of 
Stokedrie, in Rutland, all his lordship in Mowesley, together with 
12/- of annual rent, and the homages and services of free men 
for certain lands which they then held of him of the fee of the 
county of Warwick, in Mowesley, by a fifth part o.f a knight's 
service, with all wards, etc. 

This Charter was "dated at Mowesley, 4th April, 19th 
Edward III";-i.e., presumably, 4/4/1345. 

The Schedule thereto-so far as is here material-reads, 
when translated, as follows : -

"Capital rent from Mowesley to be paid at the feast of St. 
Michael the Archangel"; and the part referring to the Hortons, 
reads, when translated, as follows : 

"From the heirs of] ohn Horton of M owesley af ores a.id for his 
messUJage situate on the North side of the Church. And it abuts 
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upon the cemetery. For the said messuage, and for three virgates 
of land and for a croft called le Prest Croft, Rendering per annum 
for capital rent-5s. 8d." 

It ends, translated, as follows : -
" All the said free tenants hold through the fifth part of the 

service of one knight's fee, as appears in the Charter annexed to 
this schedule''. 

The said ] ohn Horton and his heirs were thus fre,e tenants at 
Mowsley, and by 4/4/1345 the said John Horton himself had 
already died and his heirs (unnamed) were then in possession. 

5. Leicester Merchant Gild Roll, 1351-2. 

The Reicords of the Borough of Leicester, Vol. II, p.age 81, 
give the record which follows. I pause to say that I do not know 
why the word 'barker' therein contained is placed within 
inverted commas, as if the word were of doubtful meaning. It is 
not. It means, as may readily be seen on reference to the Oxford 
English Dictionary, a "tanner". The following is the record : -

"Leicester Merchant Gild Roll, 1351-2 : -

Will de Horton de Kna1petoft, 'barker', admitted". 

6. Tallage Roll of 1354. 

I owe this Record-of date 13 / 4 / 1354-to Dr. \V. G. 
Hoskins, who tells me that a Tallage Roll was a purely local tax, 
and that such Rolls tend to survive only in boroughs with volumi
nous records. True that the rural population also paid tallage, 
but few if any of their assessments have come down to us; whereas 
the Leicester Borough Records contain several such Rolls. 

The Tall.age Roll under present reference is printed in The 
Records of the Borough of Leicesterr, Vol. II, page 98. It shews: 

Henry de Knapetoft (sic) 'barker'- i.e ., as above shewn, a 
tanner-then living in the East Quarter of Leicester. (For 
further reference to him, see below under the year 1392). 

7. Poll Tax for Mowsley, 1381. 

This record-the reference to which is "Lay Subsidy 133/35" 

-shews:-
"John Horton and Alice his wife, holder of land at will, 

paying 4/2"; the highest rate in the village; 
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"William, Horton. and Agnes his wife, holder of land at will, 
paying 3 / 9" the second highest assessment; 

"William Horton and Joan his wife, holder of land, 21d." 

S. De Ba~ico Roll, 1390. 

The official reference is :-"De Banco Roll, 517 (m. 181 d.), 
Easter 13 Richard II, 1390". It is as follows:-

'' W illia1n Horton v. John Paynell of Knaptoft in a plea of 
assault at M owsley". 

9. A Gra.nt at Leicester, 1392. 

The R ecords of the Borough of Leiceste.r provide us with 
the following for this year : -

Henry de Knapetoft (sic) 'barker'-already above mentioned 
under the year 1354-witnessed a grant at Lei•cester on 26 / 9/ 1392. 

10. A Le,1iceste.r Chaplain, 1403. 

From Thie Records of the Borough of Leicester, Vol. II, page 
413, we learn that in a grant dated 27/2 / 1403, concerning certain 
messuages, etc., in Leicester, there is mentioned: -

"John Horton of L eicester, Chaplain". 

11. An Inquisition Post Mortem of 1429-30, concerning the year 
1422. 

This I mentiO'fl in passing, in case it may be of interest to any 
of my readers, though for the moment-and for the reason which 
I will give-it appears immaterial hereto. 

I take it from Nichols' History of Leicestershire, Vol. I, 
Part I, page cxxviii, with translation in Vol. IV,, Part II, page 
939, citing "Exch . Henry VI"- (i 1e., circa 1429~30)- "No. 36, 
Leic." 

\Ve learn thence of two Hortons connected territorially with 
Leicestershire, namely : -

Roger Horton, who is therein stated to have died in 1422, 
seised of messuages in Ratcliffe Culey, Co. Leicester, leaving as 
his son and heir : -

William Horton, who was thus then living . 

I cannot help thinking that "1422' in the foregoing is an 
error for "1423" and that this Roger Horton, albeit seised of 
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property in Co. Leicester, was not of the Leicestershire Hortons 
at all, but belonged to the entirely unrelated family of Horton of 
Catton, Co. Derby. He seems to me to have been the Roger 
Horton, possessor of the manors of Catton and Brysingcotes in 
the latter County, who, was a Justice of the King's Bench from 
16/6/1415 until his death on 13/4/1423 and who was buried in 
St. Dunstan's Church, Fleet Street in the City of London, leaving 
an infant son \Villiam Horton, born circw 1418-19, who attained 
his majority in 17 Henry VI, i ,e. circa 1439-40. See, concerning 
such Judge, The Judges of England, by Edward Foss, Vol. IV, 
page 332. 

I may add that such Judge was clearly the "Horton" who 
was counsel for the defendant in a case of 1412, which is referred 
to in an interesting article in The Law Qua,rterly Review, Vol. 52 
(Jan. 1936), pp. 106-125. 

12. De Banco Roll; 1483. 

The official reference is :-"De Banco Roll, 886 (m. 77), 
Mich. 1 Richard III, 1483". It runs as follows: -

"John Turpin was summoned to answer Richard Horton in 
a plea wherefore he impounded the said Richard's cattle and un
justly detained them against the gage and pledge on 20 May, 1 
Edward V"-i.e., 20/5/1483~"at Kna,ptoft, in a certain place 
called Knaptoft pasture. John Turpin took five calves and 3 
geldings by which Richa.rd says he has suffered damage to the 
amount of 40 marks. John Turpin came and asked for leave to 
imparl and he has leave in the octave of St. Hilary". 

* * * 

A Passing Note on K na.ptojt and its Church. 

The mention of John Turpin in the last of the foregoing 
records induces the present note. 

My late friend, the Rev. J. H. Green, formerly Rector of 
Mowsley, writing to me in January, 1921, from Oxford, whither 
he had retired, attributed the destruction of Knaptoft Church to 
the Cromwellians; and I mentioned this in a letter of last year 
to Dr. Hoskins. 

The latter's reply shews such attribution to be at least open 
to doubt. 
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Replying to me on 17/6/1941, under the heading of Knap
toft Church, he wrote as follows : -"I am very much interested 
in Knaptoft's history ... It is a most pleasant place, now nearly 
deserted, though once a flourishing village. I do not know that 
I agree with the late Mr. Green in saying that the Cromwellian 
persuasion destroyed the Church; they may have completed 
the destruction, but the TurPins and their sh\eeP-farming had 
begun the d.epopuVa1tion of the village in the time of Henry VII"
(1485-1509)-"and I rather think that the Church suffered from 
neglect throHghout the Sixteenth Centu.ry": 1500-1600. 

* * * 

THE ORIGINAL HOME OF THE HORTONS 

AND THEIR EARLY HISTORY 

A.D. circa 1225 Onwards 

Having thus set forth in order of date such early Horton 
records, I now have to associate them-as already intimated in 
advance-with the early records concerning the family of de 
Merley and the family of Gubyun or Gobion; for it will be seen 
that historically they are closely linked. I will tell of those 
records, whilst proceeding with what appears clearly to be the 
early history of the Hortons of Leicestershire, which I now set 
forth as follows. 

The Origina,l Home at Horton, Co. Northampton. 

The Horton Family originated at Horton, Co. Northampton, 
a village about five miles South East of Northampton itself, in the 
1200's. The records now to hand (including those which follow) 
shew, also, •how the Hortons came to be associated with Knaptoft, 
Co. Leicester, at a date which was in all probability between 1268 
and 1277. 

Migration to Knaptoft, Co. Leicester. 

In the early part of the 13th century Roger de Merley was 
lord of the manor of Knaptoft aforesaid. During his lifetime, 
certainly before 1237 and probably in fact about the year 1220, 
he gave the said manor to Richard Gobyun or Gobion (hereinafter 
called Richard Gobion I) in frank marriage with his sister Agnes 
nee de Merley, though he retained for himself and his heirs the 
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advowson of the Church: a retention whereof he availed himself 
in 1237 by then presenting one Anselm Gubyun thereto (per 
G. F . Farnham'sLeicestershire Medieval Vil/a.ge Notes, Vol. V, 
3871 citing a De Banco Roll of Michaelmas 1302.). 

In passing, I may mention that in the Ca.lenda1rium Genea
logicum, Henry III and Edward I (i.e. 1216-1307), edited by 
Charles Roberts, Secretary of the P.R.0., in two volumes, pub
lished in 1865, I find in Vol I, on page 38, under date 35 Henry 
III (i .e. circa 1251-2) the I.P.M. of one Roger de Merley taken 
in respect of land in Co. Southampton, and on page 120, under 
date 50 Henry III (i.e . circa.1266 / 7),. the I.P.M. of another Roger 
de Merley taken in respect of property in Co. York. The former 
of these two persons of the same name would seem to be the 
Roger de Merley with whom I am here dealing ; and, in this con
nection, I may observe that from such I.P.M. 's it is clear that 
such former had a daughter named Agnes, doubtless so named 
after such paternal aunt, as also a daughter n.amec1 M.ary , whereas 
the latter o.f the two had no daughter named Agnes, his daughters 
clearly-from such page 120 coupled with later pages 132, 150, 
401 and 437-having been Mary (or, per pp. 401 and 437, Mar
gery), Isabel and Alice. 

It may be conv1enient to mention here that the advowson of 
the Church of Knapto.ft, so r etained by Roger de Merley for him
self and his heirs as aforesaid, did not remain in the de Merley 
family beyond the succeeding generation; for,, at some date sub
sequent to 1237 and doubtl1css subsequent to the death of such 
Roger de Merley, his son, likewise named Roger, passed it-as I 
learn from Dr. Hoskins-to the hereinafter mentioned Hugh 
Gobion, son of Richard Gobion I. 

It may also be of interest to state in passing- upon the auth
ority of Dr. Hoskin's illuminating .article, The Leicestershire 
Country Parson in the Sixteenth Century, which appeared in the 
Transactions of the Leicestershire A rcha.eological Society, 1939-
40-that Knaptoft was "one of the richest livings in 
Leicestershir,e''. 

The Gobion Family-records of whom in connection with 
Knaptoft in 1268, 1279, 1284-5 and 1327 will be mentioned in due 
course-were settled at an ea,rly date in Co. Northampton and had 
p'roperty in Horton as well as in other places in that County, as 
may be seen from the records which I will at once set forth. 
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From the first of these it will be seen that Richard Gobion I 
was already seised of five messuages and of lands at Horton afore
said in the time of Henry III, who reigned from 1216 to 1272. 
The record to which I here refer is of a claim made by Richard 
Gobion, hereinafter called Richard Gobion II, son of Hugh Gobion 
and grandson of Richard Gobion I, which runs as follows : -

1289. De Banco Roll 79-m. 8 (Northants.)-Trinity 17 

Edward I, 1289: -

"Richard son of Hugh Gobion demands against Laurence de 
Preston 5 messuages, 2½ virgates, 45 acres of land, and 10 acres of 
wood in Horton, of which Richard his ancestor was seised in his 
demesne as of fee temp. Henry III". Further details of the 
descent followed. The said Richard Gobion II recovered his 
seisin. 

The next record is as follows : -

1301. Calendar of Fine Rolls, Vol. I, page 438; 13/3/1301: 
Order to the escheator on this side of the Trent pursuant to an 
inquisition made by him shewing that Richard Gobyon-i.e., 
Richard Gobion II-held nothing of the King except 10½ acres 
of land of an assart of his own soil in Horton by the service of 
rendering 5 / 10½ yearly by the hands of the sheriff of N orthamp
ton, etc. 

A further record which I have found is as follows : -

1304. Calendar of Close Rolls p!'eserved in the P.'R.O.; 
Edward I, Vol. V, A.D. 1302-1307 (published in 1908), page 190; 
19/11/1304 :-

To \Valter de GloucestrGaJ, escheator beyond Trent. Order 
to deliver to Hawisia, late t·he wife of Thomas de \Vodhull, tenant 
in chief, the following of the knights' fees that belonged to 
Thomas, which the king has assigned to her in dower:" amongst 
these being :-"a moiety of a fee in Horton, Co. Northampton, 
which moiety Ralph le Botiller, Henry de Sewell, and the heirs of 
Richard Gobyon"-i.e., Richard Gobion II-"hold, and which is 
extended at £4 yearly". 

Before continuing, I may mention a few more recorded data 
concerning the Gobions. I have found them in and take them 
from the above-mentioned Ca.londa1riu.m Ge•nealogicum, Henry III 
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and Edward I (i.e·., 1216°1307), Vol. I, pp. 135 and 231 and Vol. 
II, p. 607· 

Such page 135 bears date 53 Henry III (i.e·, circa 1269-70) 
and concerns the said Hugh Gobion. It runs as follows :-"Hugo 
Gobyun. Extenta terrarum in manum Regis captarum occasione 
transgressionum dicti Hugonis, tempore tnrbationis nuper habit~ 
in regno". 

Such page 221 bears date 3 Edward I (i.e., 1275) and follows 
upon the death of the said Hugh Gobion. It gives two I.P.M's. 
concerning him, the one in respect of Co. Leicester and the other 
in respect of Co. Bedford, in both of which it was found that his 
heir was his son Richard Gobion- i ,e., Richard Gobion II-then 
aged 30. 

Such page 607 bears date 29 Edward I (i .e., circa 1301-2) and 
follows upon the death of Richard Gobion II himself . It gives 
two I.P .M's. concerning h.im, the one in respect of Co. Leicester 
.and the other in respect of Co. Bedford, in both of which it was 
found that his heirs ,vere his two daughters, the elder being 
Hawisia (meaning, presumably, Avice) then aged 18 and wife of 
Ralph le Botiller, and the younger being Elizabeth then un
married. 

From the foregoing it will have been gathered that t·he said 
Hugh Gobion must have married circa 1244-5, was concerned in 
some national troubles ci.rca 1269-70 and died in 1275, and that 
his said son Richard Gobion II was born circa 1245-6, must have 
married circa 1282-3, was plaintiff in the said suit of 1289, and 
died circa 1301-2, and in fact before 13/3/1301. 

From what will hereinafter appear, it would seem that 
Richard Gobion I had passed on by 1268. 

The Hortons :-Generation I;-of Horton, Co . Northampton, 
a,nd afterwards of K naptoft, Co. Leicester . 

Thus, through the de Merley family and the Gobion family, 
the connection between Horton in Co. Northampton and Knap
toft in Co. Leicester becomes. established . The Gobions-as 
already shown-obtained Knaptoft from the said Roger de Merley 
by marriage about the year 1220 and, shortly after 1268, as will 
presently appear, one of their te,nants at Horton ajoresaid appears 
at Knaptoft, becoming known thenceforth as Henry de Horton of 
Knaptoft, or, more simply, .as He,nryde Horton. 
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It is most probable that the Gobions themselves did not, as a 
family, migrate to Knaptoft but continued to live on their ances
tral Northamptonshire estate and that- after an interval of time 
to which I will recur-Henry de Horton was appointed as their 
bailiff, to look after their interests, at Knaptoft, for which pur
pose he was granted a messuage and a virgate of land in that 
place as is hereinafter suggested. It was customary for the lords 
of manors which extended into many widely separated districts to 
appoint as their bailiff in each manor a tenant of some standing. 
That this was so at Knaptoft is strongly suggested by the name of 
Philip de Redesdale, who was the only free tenant of the manor in 
1268 . Ridsdale is a lonely little village on the Northumberland 
moors and the de l\:Ierleys, who held the manor of Knaptoft down 
in Leicestershire were seated from ancient times in those parts. 
It seems clear that Philip de Redesdale, hereinafter referred to, 
or more probably his father, was sent from his wild Northumber
land valley down to distant Knaptoft in Leicestershire to look 
after the de l\:Ierley interests there, .and that, when the manor 
passed from them to the Gobions by marriage, the latter family 
were content to continue with the Redesdales as their represen
tations for a while and later prevailed. upon one of their own 
trusty Northamptonshire tenants from Horton to go to Kn.aptoft 
to act for them in the like capacity. 

That this migration from Horton aforesaid to Knaptoft took 
place in all probability between the years 1268 and 1277 is fairly 
conclusively established by the evidence which here follows : -

In 1268 (Miscellaneous Inquisitions, No. 361) an inquisition 
was held on the lands of Hugh Gobion- son of Richard Gobion I 
and father of Richard Gobion II-at Knaptoft. There was then 
only one free tena,nt of th1e manor, namely, Philip de Redesdale. 
We are told that "Philip de Redesdale holds two virgates, doing 
suit at the court at Leicester for the lord of the manor which suit 
is worth 6/8". 

In 1279, an inquisition of 7 Edward I (given in Nichols' His
tory of Leicestershire, Vol. I, page ex) shews that Richard Gobion 
-i.e., Richard Gobion II-was lord of the manor of Knaptoft, 
that there were 22 virgates in villeinage, which 22 villeins held, 
and 3 virgates in free tenure : "Item, in free tenure 3 virgates of 
land, which 2 free tenants hold". 
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Let me here state in passing, that Richard Gobion II will also 
be found mentioned in 1284-5 in connection with Knaptoft in the 
following, which I find in "Inquisitions and Assessments relating 
to Feudal Aids," etc., "preserved in the P.R.0.", Vol. III (pub
lished in 1904) p. 97, under the years "1284-1285)" :-"Feoda 
Comitis Leycestrie : Ricardus Gubyun tenet Knapetoft pro di. f. 
et viij va parte j . f. " 

The Hortons :-Generation II;-Of Kna.ptoft. 

The two free tenants of the manor of Knaptoft in 1279, above 
referred to, were, as appears to Dr. Hoskins and myself, Philip de 
Redesdale aforesaid (or possibly his son) and Hugh de Horton son 
of the said Henry de Horton of Knaptoft. 

Indeed, so far as concerns such Hugh de Horton, this is 
established by the above-recorded Fine of Trinity, 5 Edward I 
(1277) : -Between Hugh son of Henry de Horton plaintiff and 
Henry de Horton defendant, of a messuage and virgate of land 
in Knaptoft. 

What actually happened seems clearly to have been as 
follows: 

In 1268 there were only 2 virgates held in free tenure by one 
free tenant of Knaptoft, and there were 24 virgates held in vil
leinage by 24 villeins. 

Shortly after this-and certainly before 1277-Henry de 
Horton came to Knaptoft from Horton Co. Northampton afore
said, probably, as already intimated, at the request of the then 
Gobion, lord of the manor, who thereupon granted to him in 
Knaptoft one virgate of land (amounting probably to 24 acres), 
together with a messuage, in free tenure, out of the land formerly 
held in villeinage by someone who had died and left it vacant. 

In 1277-by the above recorded Fine of that year-Henry de 
Horton conveyed this free tenement in Knaptoft to his son Hugh 
de Horton. 

This Hugh de Horton was still living and still in possession 
of such free tenement fifty years later, in 1327. But by 1332 it had 
passed into the possession of one Roger Payn. Thus, Hugh de 
Horton must either have clied between 1327 and 1332 or, possibly, 
having disposed of such free tenement to the said Roger Payn, 
migrated to Mowsley nearby. 
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A comparison of the Subsidy Lists of 1327 and 1332 will make 
this clear. I have already referred to these and will here amplify 
their details, because, as will be seen, it is material here so to do. 
Let me place the details in parallel columns : -

1327 1332 
Margery Gabyoun 14/- Thomas de Rossale 18/4 
Robert de Redesdale 6/3 Robert de Redesdale 7/1 
Hugh de Horton 6/3 Roger Payn 6/6 
Henry de Horton 3/- Henry de Horton 2/9 

etc. etc. 

Before passing on, I would pause to observe that the sums 
paid by the different persons were not based on the extent of their 
lands. These subsidies, indeed, were taxes on movable goods or 
personal property. It was thus that both Robert de Redesdale 
and Hugh de Horton, each a free tenant but the former having 
twice as large a holding as the latter, nevertheless paid the same 
tax (6/3) in 1327. 

W,hether or not the said Hugh de Horton migrated to Mows
ley after 1327 and before 1332, or whether he died at Knaptoft 
between those dates, there can be no question but that the 
succeeding generation found itself at both Knaptoft and Mowsley. 

He would appear to have had two sons, one who resided at 
Knaptoft and the other who resided at Mowsley; and, for greater 
clarity,! take the former first, in continuation of the Knaptoft line. 
The two are as follows : -

The Hortons :-Gen:emtion III;-Of Knaptoft and also of 
Mowsley. 

1. .fienry de Horton, free tenant at Knaptoft, who, as 
already shewn, paid 3 /- in 1327, and who remained in Knaptoft 
for at any rate some years, in the course of which, as also already 
shewn, he paid 2/9 there in 1332. During the same century, 
however, his family would seem to have left Knaptoft and migrated 
to the Borough of Leicester. 

To his descendants I will give the introductory letter "A". 

2. John Horton, a free tenant at Mowsley, whose messuage 
and lands there have been specified and carefully defined for us 
in the already quoted Schedule to the Brabazon Charter of 4/4/ 
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1345. By that date, as already shewn, he himself had died and 
his heirs were then in possession. 

To his descendants I will give the introductory letter ''B". 

The Hortons :-Generation IV;-Of Knaptoft and Mowsley. 

A. The said Henry de Horton of Knaptoft, of Generation 
III,. was probably the father of: -

Williani de Horton of Kna.ptoft, 'barker' (i.e., tanner), 
who was probably born circa 1320-1330, as he was likely to have 
been a youngish man when-as already recorded-he was admitted 
to the Leicester Merchant Gild in 1351-2. 

It may well be of interest here to observe that migration of 
free tenants from their native places to towns like Leicester, ~here 
they could pursue a trade which would probably be more lucrative 
to them than living on a small farm of but 24 acres or thereabouts, 
was a common occurrence. This will readily be realised by any 
careful reader of Dr. Hoskins' admirable and most interesting 
History of th1e Huniberstone Faniily which appeared in the 
Transa.ctions of the Leicestershire Archaeologica.Z Society, 1938-9. 

B.-By "the heirs" of the said John Horton of Mowsley, of 
Generation III, who himself died as aforesaid before 4/4/1345, 
was probably intended one m- other of the two following, who are 
both included in the already recorded Poll Tax for Mowsley in 
1381 and who were in all probability brothers, namely : -

l. John Horton of Mo·wsle,y, who and his wife Alice nee -
were there living in 1381, he being a holder of land there at will 
and paying 4/2, the highest rate in the village. They may be, 
but, for a reason which I will presently give, I do not think 
they were the parents of generation V B. 

2. Wil1liani Horton of Mowsley, who and his wife Agnes 
nee --- were there living in 1381, he being a holder of land 
there at will, paying 3/9, the second highest rate in the village. 
These were probably, as I will shew, the parents of generation 
VB. 

The Hortons : -Generation V; Of K naptoft and M owsley. 

A .-The said William de Horton of Knaptoft, 'barker', (i.e. 
tanner), of Generation IV A, was probably (in view of the 
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identity both of place of origin and of trade) the father of the 
first and possibly the father of the second of the two following 
Hortons, namely : -

1. Henry (probably de Horton1 de Kna.petoft, 'barker' (i. e., 
tanner), who is mentioned in the .already0 quoted Tallage Roll of 
13/4/ 1354 as then living in the East Quarter of Leicester. He 
also- as already rtcord,ed-witnessed a grant at Leicester on 
26 / 9 / 1392. Of him I know no more. 

2. John Horton of Leicester, Chaplain, who is mentioned in 
the already-recorded grant of 27/2/1403, concerning certain mes
suages, etc., in Leicester. Of him, likewise, I know no more. 

B.-The said ·william Horton orf Mowsley and Agnes nee 
- -- his wife, of Generation IV B- or, though less likely in 
view of the Christian names, the said John Horton of Mowsley 
and Alice nee --- his wife, of the same Generation IV B
were probably the parents of : -

William Horton of Mowsley, mentioned in the above-quoted 
Poll Tax for Mowsley in 1381, who and his wife Joan nee - - 
were there living in 1381, he being holder of land there but only 
paying 21d. 

He is, doubtless, the William Horton who in 1390 was the 
complainant against John Paynell of Knaptoft in the plea of 
assault at Mowsley already quoted from the De Banco Roll of 1390. 

The Hortons :-Generation VI;-Of Mowsley. 

B.- The said \Villiam and John Horton of Mowsley, of 
Generation VB, must have had a son :-

___ Horton of Mowsley. 

The Hortons :-Generation VII;-Of Mowsley. 

B .-The said - --- Horton of Mowsley, of Generation VI B 
-must have had a son : -

--- Hortan of Mowsley. 

The Hortons :-Generation VIII;-Of Mow sley. 

B .-The said --- Horton of Mowsley, of Generation VII 
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B, was doubtless the father of : -

Rich,ard Horton of M owsley and Holder of Smyth Place there, 
who was born / ci1rca 1450 and whom I mentioned at the outset 
hereof as the person with whom I commenced the Pedigree of the 
Hortons of Mowsley which, as there stated, I recorded at the Col
lege of Arms in 19'38. 

With the already-recorded De Banco Roll of 1483 before us, 
we are now enabled to add somewhat to his life. 

It is clear therefrom that he kept some of his cattle at Knap
toft; probably leasing some land there for the purpose; and, in 
1483, he brought his plea against John Turpin (a member of the 
family of that name who, as already stated, were sheep farmers 
at Knaptoft) for unjustly impounding his cattle in Knaptoft 
Pasture. 

As already mentioned, he predeceased his wife Anne nee 
--- who herself left the two wills above recorded, both made 
after his death, and who herself died in or after 1515. 

The Hortons--Onwards t•o the Present Times. 

It is through their second son Thomas Horton of Mowsley, 
Yeoman, and Maud nee---, his wife (the will of which latter, 
dated 2/11/1560, was proved at Leicester on 12/12/1560) that 
the Morton Pedigree so registered at the College of Arms as afore
said is continued right through the intervening four centuries to 
the present times. 

Counting the said Richard Horton of Mowsley as Generation 
VIII of the Hortons-as already indicated-my said late father 
would belong to Generation XX. 

* * Since writing the foregoing, I have discovered two more early 
records, one of 1492, and the other of 1507. 

That of 149,2 will be found printed in the Calendar of Patent 
Rolls preserv,ed in the P.R.O., Henry VII, Vol. I (1485-1494), 
page 394, and, so far as here material, is as follows : -
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Commission, issued at Westminster on 24/2/1492, to the 
following persons in the following Counties, including:-

Warwick and Leicester 

Diggory Haynes 
Robert Worseley 

Robert Horton 

"to provide 'charyet horses', 'sumpter horses' :and 'draught 
horses' and labourers and carters for the transport of the King's 
ordnance in the Counties of" (and including) Warwick and 
Leicester. 

That of 1507 will be found printed in the Calendar of Patent 
RoUs preserved in the P.R.O., Henry VII, Vol. II (1494-1509), 
page 546, and is a Commission issued at Westminster on 29 / 6 / 
1507, shewing one Robert Horton as at that date Bailiff of the 
Town of Leicester. 

Assuming such two Commissions to have referred to but 
one and the same Robert Horton, and assuming him further to 
have been a member of the Leicestershire Horton Family with 
whom I have been dealing, he may conceivably have been a 
descendant of the Henry (probably de Horton) de Knapetoft of 
Generation VA, who was living at Leicester in 1354 and witnessed 
a grant there in 1392, as already above recorded. 

L. G. H. H-S. 


